Background: Worsening kidney function following acute decompensated heart failure (ADHF) is a major concern, which may or may not be reversible. The mechanism of impairment of kidney function in ADHF is not totally clear and current understanding of its pathophysiology is unable to anticipate its reversibility. Production of TGF-beta in renal cells is an indicator of inflammatory and pro-fibrotic activity in the kidney and measurement of TGF-beta mRNA in the urine in relation with ADHF may provide insight regarding the pathophysiologic mechanisms of kidney injury associated with ADHF and its reversibility.
